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After several weeks of numerous peaceful demonstrations — 
on the streets of Belgrade and other cities and places through- 


out Serbia, force was used on behalf of the ruling regime 


with the intention of quelling the freely expressed will of . 


the people, leading to the shedding of the blood of innocent 
victims which, as once did Abel’s, cries toward heaven. 


The Serbian Orthodox Church most sharply condemns the 
falsification of the people’s votes, the quelling of free politi- 
cal and religious activity, not permitting religious education 
in schoois, expelling Saint Sava from Serbian schools, not 
returning and destroying confiscated church properties, sell- 
ing buildings given to the Church centuries ago (something 
not even the occupiers did), not returning books which pre- 
served the roots of the Serbian people, mistreating clergy 
and faithful who audibly express their disagreement with 
the trampling upon the people’s freedom, and especially the 
beating and murdering people on the streets of once free- 
dom-loving Belgrade, and throughout Serbia. 


The Holy Assembly of Bishops condemns the authorities 


which have not only violated the electoral will of the people, 


but above all have trampled upon our glorious and jong- 


suffering history, centuries of collective memory, image, 
dignity, name, the Cyrillic alphabet, spiritual and national -. 
treasures and sanctuaries, have betrayed Western Serbian — 


Krajina, have brought the nation and state to a complete 


breakdown and the people to a beggar’s staff, have put us 
at odds with the entire world; and are now attempting to. _— 


put us at odds with each other to the point of bloodshed so 
that only their authority may be saved. 


Therefore, the Holy Synod of Bishops of the Serbian Ortho- 


dox Church, as the guardian of the national sanctuaries and 


treasures throughout the centuries, energetically and pub- 
licly brands and condemns this behavior of the ruling re- 
gime. The Serbian bishops are convinced that only respect- 
ing democratic principles and human rights and the recog- 


nition of the results of the November 17 elections can bring — 


to the entire Serbian people and the remaining citizens of 
Serbia hope for a better future and a peaceful life. 


Finding ourselves on the eve of the Nativity of the Divine 
Christ Child, Who brought us peace, which this world can 
neither give nor take away fro us, we pray. to the Newborn 
Lord that He will give us peace, unity, and love which is 
so desired. Divine Peace! Christ is Born! 
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THE LIFE OF THE HOLY HIERARCH GREGORY, BISHOP OF HOMER 


Whose Memory THE Holy CHurcH COMMEMORATES ON THE 19TH Day of DECEMBER 


St. Gregory struggled at first in the city of 
Milan, where by Divine election he shone on the 
lampstand of church service in the rank of deacon. 
Later, other cities and villages had him as a preacher 
of the name of Christ and an uprooter of the de- 
ception of idols. Gregory was the son of pious par- 
ents, Agapius and Theodotia, and was brought up 
in piety and the fear of God. Being from his youth 
filled with the grace of God, he was a wonderworker 
and healer. The Lord was preparing him for service 
in the rank of bishop, about which he was informed 
through revelation and the clairvoyant elders. When 
Gregory came to one hermit in Milan, the latter 
foretold him his whole future, since he was clair- 
voyant; he even foresaw Gregory's coming to him 
and told his servant about it when he was still thirty 
fields away from him. There was another elder 
schema-monk there who had left the world for the 
sake of God and was living in the mountains. Gre- 
gory, on learning about this elder, went to him. 
When he was approaching the mountain where this 
father was living, he saw a fiery pillar standing in 
the air and out of fear fell on the earth. Then, tak- 
ing courage, he got up and went to see what this 
fiery vision could be. From a distance it seemed to 
him like a flame, but when he came closer, he saw 
the hermit coming towards him. When the latter 
drew near he kissed him and called him Gregory, 
although he had never met him. Gregory lived with 
this great elder for two days, and was counted wor- 
thy of wonderful visions. At midnight he saw this 
God-bearing man stretching out his hands in prayer 
and raised from the earth and standing in the air. 
Gregory was amazed at this vision; but in the morn- 
ing the elder called him to himself and in a quiet 
and meek voice said: 

“Go, friend and brother! And listen to all which 
I shall tell you, for you came to me to learn every- 
thing that has been revealed to me about you. You 
will see Rome, you will pray in the church of the 
holy Martyr Boniface and Aglaida. From there you 
must sail to Alexandria, and then to Ethiopia to 
preach the word of truth and arrive in the Homeran 


(South Arabian) city of Nagran, which has been 
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conquered by the Homeran king Dunaan and 
which needs the preaching of the apostolic doc- 
trine. There, having accomplished great and mighty 
deeds, you will die and will be transferred to the 
dwellings of the righteous. However, you will have 
to labor greatly for the disobedient Jews who live 
in Homer, and you will convert many of them to 
God, having Him as your good Helper teaching 
and instructing you. And there you will be conse- 
crated to the hierarchical rank by the Patriarch of 
Alexandria.” 

Having heard this, the blessed Gregory began 
to say that he was unworthy of what the elder was 
foretelling him, and wanted to stay longer with the 
hermit. The clairvoyant man told Gregory also 
about the vision which Gregory himself had seen. 
He saw the highest apostles Peter and Paul, who 
laid an omophorion on the shoulders of Gregory, 
which was a token of the grace of the episcopate 
which Gregory was bound to receive. Blessed Gre- 
gory was highly amazed at the wonderful clairvoy- 
ance of the elder, from whom not even what he 
had seen on his own was concealed, and he said: 

“Glory to God, Who works in this way in those 
who love Him. May the will of the Lord be done!” 

Two days later, the elder let him go, kissing him 
lovingly, and Gregory left, sorrowing over his part- 
ing from such a divine man, burning with a flame of 
love for him and constantly remembering him. From 
there Gregory went first of all to Carthage and lived 
for a long while there, preaching the word of God 
and healing every kind of sickness. Then, by the 
command of God, he set off for Rome and prayed 
in the church of the holy Martyr Boniface and 
Aglaida. When he came to the tomb of the holy 
Apostle Peter, he had a vision: he saw the heavens 
opened in front of him, and there shone an unusual 
light. And then the holy Apostle Peter, with a key in 
his right hand, came out of the heavenly doors, ap- 
proached him with great glory and a radiant face, 
and said, looking at him with a shining face: 

“T have come here, child Gregory, by the mercy 
of the Lord. But first I and the other apostles were 
in Nagran, the city of Homer, interceding for those 


who are suffering for our Lord Jesus Christ from 
Dunaan the Jew, and strengthening each of them 
in piety. With the help of God, all of them resisted 
the will of the law-breaking Jew and struggled firmly 
in piety, suffering for the truth. And now they are 
in the heavens with the fathers who were counted 
worthy of immortal honor. I have come here to 
visit this city; while Paul my brother, the cham- 
pion of the churches, left me in Jerusalem and went 
to Persia. But you, my child, travel a good path 
and strive to please the Lord, constantly studying 
His law, and knowing that the life and beauty of 
this world pass like a sleep and a shadow. You will 
be blessed if you complete your course as you have 
begun it; walking in the will of the Lord, you will 
draw many to the fear of God. A throne is already 
being prepared for you in the heavens by the Mas- 
ter Himself, and you will receive your reward to- 
gether with us.” 

Having said this, the apostle departed, and the 
vision came to an end. Gregory, coming to him- 
self, again fell to the earth, calling himself accursed 
and a sinner. After long prayer, he sent to his dwell- 
ing and that night during sleep he saw the holy 
Apostle Paul, who gave him a vessel full of oil: this 
was a token of the grace of the priesthood and epis- 
copate which was destined for him. During his 
dream Gregory took this oil from the hands of the 
apostle and immediately woke up, rejoicing and 
chanting: My heart hath poured forth a good word, 
for God has anointed me with the oil of gladness 
(Psalm 44: 1,6). 

After this he left Rome and went to Alexandria, 
constantly turning to God in his heart, perfecting 
himself in the virtues and being filled with Divine 
wisdom and reasoning and great gifts of God. 

At that time, when the pious King Justin was 
reigning in Greece and Elesbaan in Ethiopia, 
Dunaan, who was ruling in the land of Homer, 
raised up a persecution against the Christians and 
tried to extirpate the very name of Christ from his 
country. He used cunning to conquer the glorious 
city of Nagran, where there were believers in Christ, 
and killed a huge number of Christians: some he 
burned in fire, others he executed by the sword, 
while the pious Arethas and the most notable citi- 


zens were murdered. On hearing of this, the pious 
Kings Justin and Elesbaan sorrowed greatly over 
the innocently shed blood of the Christians. Justin 
wrote to Elesbaan trying to persuade him to wage 
war against the impious Dunaan and thereby take 
revenge for the innocently shed blood. The praise- 
worthy Elesbaan, filled with zeal, gathered the 
whole of his army and went to war against the im- 
pious King Dunaan. 

During this great war, Elesbaan, with the help 
of God, destroyed the regiments of Dunaan and 
annihilated the whole of his army. Dunaan himself 
was executed by the sword together with his rela- 
tives. After conquering the kingdom of Dunaan, 
Elesbaan zealously began to cleanse it of all Jewish 
and pagan errors, and to spread within it the glory 
of the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Many of the 
Jews and pagans in Homer wanted to be baptized, 
but they had no bishop or priest or deacon, not 
even a single cleric; for the whole ecclesiastical hi- 
erarchy had been destroyed by Dunaan. Then 
Blessed Elesbaan turned for help to the patriarch 
of Alexandria. After explaining to him in detail how 
God had helped restore Christianity in the 
Homeran land, the king asked the patriarch to 
choose a clever, virtuous man who knew the Holy 
Scriptures, ordain him to the episcopate and send 
him to the land of Homer with everything neces- 
sary for the Church. When this epistle arrived in 
Alexandria, the patriarch and all the Christians re- 
joiced in the help that God had sent from on high 
to the Christians against the impious, and carefully 
began to look for a worthy man, so as to conse- 
crate him to the episcopate and send him as quickly 
as possible to Elesbaan. Many men were brought 
to the patriarch, but none of them seemed to him 
to be worthy of the hierarchical rank. Then at night 
the patriarch turned to God with fiery prayer, that 
the Lord Himself might choose and indicate to him 
a man worthy to undertake such a service. During 
his prayer the holy Apostle Mark appeared to the 
patriarch in a vision and ordered him to find the 
deacon Gregory, who had recently come to Alex- 
andria and was living with a certain Leontius, and 
consecrate him to the episcopate and send him to 
Elesbaan, since it was precisely for this that the Lord 
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had brought him there. In the morning the patri- 
arch immediately sent to search out the house of 
Leontius. When he had found him, he summoned 
Gregory who was living there and asked him who 
he was and where he was from. Then the patriarch 
told him about his vision, informed him about the 
Church's need, and began to try and persuade him 
to accept the hierarchical rank. But Gregory, re- 
membering the words of the hermit who had told 
him in Milan that he would receive the rank of 
archbishop through ordination by the patriarch of 
Alexandria, wept and said: 

“May the.will of the Lord be done. Do as you 
wish, master, according to the command of the 
Lord.” 

The patriarch immediately ordained Gregory 
to the priesthood, and to the archepiscopate. At 
this point a wonderful miracle took place: during 
the service and consecration, the face of Gregory 
was changed, it became radiant with light as with 
fire, shining with the grace of the Holy Spirit; and 
from his clothes there came the scent of fragrant 
myrrh and spices which filled the whole church. 
This took place throughout the service; and the 
eyes of all were trained on the holy Gregory, and 
everyone marvelled at the miracle. The envoys of 
Elesbaan also saw this, and they were amazed and 
later told the king everything they had seen. 

After he had been ordained and had had a spiri- 
tual conversation with the patriarch, St. Gregory 
was despatched with the envoys of Elesbaan. With 
him were all the necessary clergy and utensils for 
the building up of the Church. Soon they arrived 
in Ethiopia, and then in Homer. King Elesbaan 
rejoiced greatly at the arrival of Gregory, and still 
more when he learned that Gregory had been cho- 
sen by Divine Revelation, and that the grace of the 
Holy Spirit had revealed itself in him in a miracu- 
lous way during his ordination. He met Gregory 
with great honor, received him with kindness and 
gave the whole district into his hands. As he toured 
the cities of Homer with Gregory, the king con- 
structed new churches, embellished the tombs of 
the holy martyrs who had been killed for Christ by 
the impious Dunaan, and led the unbelievers to 
baptism. In the city of Nagran Elesbaan appointed 
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the son of the Martyr Arethas as prince and built a 
most beautiful church there in honor of the Resur- 
rection of Christ, a second church in honor of the 
All-Holy Mother of God, and a third in the name 
of the holy Martyr Arethas and those who suffered 
with him, not far from the house where the holy 
martyr had once lived. And in other cities he built 
many churches, which Gregory himself conse- 
crated, placing priests and deacons there and en- 
trusting to them the good flock of Christ's sheep. 

The blessed King Elesbaan stayed for almost 
thirty-six months in the land of Homer after the 
death of Dunaan, and, having done everything well 
there, wanted to return to his throne in Ethiopia. 
With St. Gregory he assembled a council with all 
the chief men, princes, noblemen and counselors, 
and began to ask their advice on what right- 
believing, intelligent, meek and God-fearing man 
should be chosen and anointed for the kingdom of 
Homer. All the counselors replied to the king: 

“Appoint a man you know whom God has te- 
vealed to you, for we have nobody like you in in- 
telligence and worthy of the kingly crown.” 

Then the king turned to the archbishop and 
said: 

“This is your work, honorable father and our 
teacher! Here before you are all the princes, chief 
men and warriors, great and small. Summon whom 
you wish and anoint him to the kingdom in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ. But all of us who 
have come from Ethiopia would like, if it is pleas- 
ing to God, to return to our homes in Ethiopia.” 

The holy archbishop replied: 

“You have taken good provision, pious king. 
As your heart is in the power of God, so your word 
is given you by God. It is good at all times and in 
everything first to ask the Heavenly Father, Who is 
in the heavens, and do as He commands.” 

Having said this, the blessed one got up from 
his place, departed from them a small distance and, 
turning to the east, fell down on his knees. Raising 
his eyes and mind and hands to heaven, he prayed 
fervently and fora long time that God, Who knows 
the life and thoughts of every man, should indicate 
to him the man who was worthy of the kingdom. 
During the prayer of the archbishop, the invisible 


power of the Lord suddenly raised a certain man 
by the name of Abraham into the air and placed 
him in front of King Elesbaan. Everyone cried out 
in awe for a long time: 

“Lord, have mercy!” 

The archbishop said: 

“Here is the man whom you demanded should 
be anointed to the kingdom. Leave him here as 
king, we shall be of one mind with him, and God 
will help us in everything.” 

Great joy filled everyone on beholding the 
providence of God. Then King Elesbaan took the 
man Abraham, who had been revealed by God, led 
him to the temple of the All-Holy Trinity which 
_ was in the royal city of Afar, put the royal purple 
on him and laid the diadem on his head. Then St. 
Gregory anointed him and the bloodless Sacrifice 
was offered for the kings and all the people, and 
both kings communicated in the Divine Mysteries 
from the hands of the archbishop. At the end of 
the triumphant service, all present shouted: 

“Many years to Elesbaan, king of Ethiopia. And 
to Abraham, Christ-loving king of Homer, many 
years!” 

And again they said to both of them together: 

“To Elesbaan and Abraham, the pious and God- 
loving kings, many years!” 

And they chanted the “many years” three times. 
Then they all proclaimed: 

“To Gregory, our most holy archbishop, in- 
structor and teacher, peaceful, healthful and many 
years, to the whole Christian army and all the be- 
lieving people, many years!” 

Then everyone entered the royal palace and 
rejoiced and feasted, rejoicing in the Lord their 
Savior and in their pious kings. 

Elesbaan stayed for thirty more days in Homer, 
teaching and instructing the new king to build up 
and rule the kingdom in pious and justice, and in 
all things to obey the most holy Archbishop Gre- 
gory, his spiritual father. Having chosen 15,000 
brave men from the Ethiopian army, Elesbaan left 
them to help the new king and to defend the king- 
dom. Then he returned to Ethiopia, where, after a 
short time, he left his earthly kingdom, departed 
into the wilderness and shut himself up in a dark 


cell near a monastery. He did not come out of it 
until his death, receiving food through the win- 
dow from the monks who lived there; and having 
lived the strict life of an ascetic for a long time, he 
departed to the Heavenly Kingdom. What an ex- 
ample of humility and voluntary poverty this noble 
and rich king left behind him! 

After his death the following incident was re- 
lated by the monks. A young brother was sent from 
the monastery on an obedience. He went into an 
eating-house, where a big snake rushed at him in 
order to sting him. The monk got up to run away, 
and dashed hither and thither trying to get away 
from the snake, but the snake quickly caught up 
with him. When the monk was finally cornered, 
there was nowhere for him to run, and the snake 
was coming up to devour him, the monk remem- 
bered the blessed King Elesbaan, and, turning to 
the snake, said: : 

“By the prayers of the righteous and most holy 
Elesbaan, get away from me.” 

The snake, as if shamed by the holy name of 
Elesbaan, stopped, and by the command of God 
received a human voice and said to the monk: 

“How can I spare you, when an Angel of God 
appeared to me and commanded me to eat you for 
your impurity and sins, since you, who have given 
a vow to work for the Lord in purity, are defiling 
your body with sin and in this way are angering 
the Holy Spirit?” 

When the monk heard the snake talking to him 
in a human voice and reproving his deeds, he re- 
mained speechless and trembling. And with an oath 
he besought the snake to spare him. The snake said 
to him: 

“Why do you adjure me? You first swear to me 
that you will cease from fulfilling your fleshly de- 
sires, and then I will leave you.” 

The monk began to swear, saying: 

“I swear by God, Who dwells in heaven, and 
by the prayers of the honorable King Elesbaan, that 
I will no longer anger my Lord, Whom I have now 
angered by my fleshly impurity.” 

Immediately the monk said this, suddenly fire 
descended from heaven and burned up the snake 
in front of him. Overcome by fear and trembling, 
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the monk went to his monastery and stopped sin- 
ning, completing his life in pure repentance. 

During the reign of the pious King Abraham, 
Archbishop Gregory, who had consecrated learned 
and eloquent bishops in many towns, advised the 
king to order the Jews and pagans who were living 
in his country to be baptized, otherwise he would 
deliver them to capital punishment.' When the 
king issued this command, many of the Jews and 
pagans with their wives and children out of fear of 
death began to come up for holy Baptism. Then 
the elders of the Jews who were most skilled in the 
law gathered together from all the towns and had a 
secret meeting in which they took counsel on how 
to proceed and reasoned amongst themselves: 

“If we are not baptized, then, by the order of 
the king, we shall be killed together with our wives 
and children.” 

Some of them said: 

“In order that we may not die an untimely 
death, let us carry out the will of the king, but we 
shall retain our faith in secret.” 

But the others advised that they should not be 
hypocritical, but should openly maintain their Jew- 
ish law, so that, having escaped the hands of men 
(as they said) they should not fall into the hands of 
God the Revenger and suffer an even worse de- 
struction. Some objected: 

“We see that our God does not demand this 
exploit of us, for He delivered our pious King 
Dunaan and the whole of his army into the hands 
of Elesbaan. We don't know what to do.” 

Others said: 

“If we want both to keep our law and to re- 
main unharmed, then let each of us take his things 
and leave this country secretly, one by one, so that 
we should not perish in soul as well as body.” 

Others objected: 

“If we want to flee, then the Christians will see 
us and will kill us.” 

And they were all perplexed about what to do. 


But there was among them a very wise teacher of the 


Such a proceeding is decidedly anomalous in the history 
of the early Christian Church (and of Orthodox Christian- 
ity since; sadly not so of the minions of Rome or its Prot- 
estant offshoots), and certainly cannot be commended as a 
method of evangelization. —ed. 
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law, Ervan by name, who knew the whole of the Old 
‘Testament and was very eloquent. He said to them: 

“You're all talking to no purpose, and what you 
suggest cannot be put into practice. But if you lis- 
ten to me, let us go together to the king and Arch- 
bishop Gregory and tell them to appoint a teacher 
from amongst themselves, whomever they like, for 
a competition with us in the faith and the law. If 
they conquer us, then we shall voluntarily become 
Christians. But if they are convicted in their er- 
rors, they themselves will see that they are unjustly 
urging us to abandon our law. Let us try them and 
find out what their law is. If it is true, then we shall 
believe that the Messiah has already come and we 
did not know it. But if their faith turns out to be 
false, it will become clear to us that we shall die for 
God and we shall accept death with zeal.” 

When Ervan said this, they were all afraid and 
said: 

“We see that you are helping the Christians. 
Don't you know that our faith is true. How can we 
abandon it?” 

Ervan replied: 

“T have not said a single cunning word to you, 
brothers. But know that one way or another you 
will be forced to be baptized. If you do not listen 
to me, then I am innocent before every one of you, 
since if you do not try their faith by a debate, you 
will still ail be obliged to accept it without a trial 
and will act as they command. But if you do not 
accept their faith, they will kill you.” 

When they heard this, they all obeyed Ervan, 
and, having written a petition, they sent it to the 
king. When the king had read it, he was greatly 
angered and already wanted to deliver them all to 
death. But he refrained, not wishing to do any- 
thing without the advice of Gregory, to whom he 
gave the petition. When the blessed one had read 
it, he said: 

“The Jews have spoken in a good and praise- 
worthy manner, saying that it is better to believe 
willingly, by conviction, than by force. Leave them, 
O king, let them first have a debate with us, and 
then act with them as you wish.” 

The king accepted the advice of the hierarch, 
and the Jews were given forty days to prepare for 
the debate, time for them to find whatever teachers 


they wanted, and come to the debate without fear. 
At the end of that period, an innumerable com- 
pany of Jews assembled. Among them were many 
of the wisest rabbis, who were versed in the law 
and had prepared for the debate. The debate on 
the faith took place in the capital city of Afar, in 
the presence of the king and all his council, the 
archbishop with all his clergy, and many Christians 
who had come to listen to the debate. The Jews 
came out against him with their scribes and learned 
men and teachers. They put Ervan in front of the 
archbishop as their main orator, a man who knew 
the law and the books of the prophets well and was 
skilled in philosophy. When, at a given sign, there 
was silence, the dialogue and debate between the 
archbishop and Ervan began. 
The essence of the debate was as follows: 


After a long silence, during which everyone | 


prepared to give heed to the conversation, the holy 
Archbishop Gregory began to speak to the wise 
Jewish teacher Ervan and the whole of their assem- 
bly as follows: 

“When night has passed and the Sun of Righ- 
teousness has arisen, why do you squabble and 
oppose His Light and do not believe in Him?” 

Ervan said: 

“If the Sun of Righteousness has arisen, and 
we are opposing His Light, as you say, and resist- 
ing belief in the true God, then all the more are 
you and the Gentiles, who have a foreign doctrine, 
opposing the light of righteousness, reproving the 
law of God which was given to us by God.” 

The archbishop replied: 

“We are from the Gentiles, but whose creation 
are we?” 

Ervan replied: 

“Tr is clear that you are the creation of God.” 

The archbishop said: 

“But if we, like you, are the creatures of God, 
what superiority have you acquired over us?” 

Ervan rejoined: 

“The same superiority that we have in relation 
to the Egyptians.” 

“Tt is good that you mention the Egyptians,” 
replied the archbishop, “show me your superiority 
over them!” 


Ervan said: 

“Have you not read about the great wonders 
which God through Moses worked in the Egyptian 
land, in the Red sea, and in the wilderness after the 
exodus of Israel, when He drowned the Egyptians 
and saved Israel?” 

The archbishop replied: 

“There is absolutely no difference between you 
and the Egyptians, because God drowned them in 
the sea, and destroyed you for your malice on the 
earth. After passing through the Red Sea as on dry 
land, you drowned at the quayside, suffering and 
dying in the wilderness. For out of more than six 
hundred thousand people only Caleb and Joshua 
the son of Nun were found worthy to see the prom- 
ised land. In what way did God honor you more 
than the Egyptians?” 

Ervan asked: 

“To whom did God send manna in the wilder- 
ness?” 

The archbishop replied: 

“And what seems better to you: the meat which 
you ate in Egypt, or the manna which was sent to 
you in the wilderness?” 

Ervan replied: 

“Obviously the manna was better.” 

The archbishop rejoined: 

“But why did your thoughts turn back, long- 
ing for pig’s meat in fleshpots and garlic onions 
and every kind of Egyptian food, but hated the 
manna?” 

Then began the debate on the Holy Trinity: 

Ervan said: 

“How can Christians confess three Gods: Fa- 
ther, Son and Holy Spirit, when God said on Sinai: 
Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God is one Lord, and 
besides Him there are no Gods (Deuteronomy 6:4)? 
Consequently, don’t Christians go against the law 
when they worship not one God, but three?” 

The archbishop replied that we worship one 
God, the Creator of all things, only in three Per- 
sons - the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, but 
in one Divinity. And in proof of this he quoted 
these words of David: By the word of the Lord were 
the heavens established, and all the host of them 
by the Spirit of His mouth (Psalm 32.6). “The 
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meaning of this saying,” explained Gregory, “is as 
follows: the Lord is God the Father, His Word is 
God the Son, and His Spirit is the Holy Spirit. 
Thus are revealed three Divine Persons. But the 
Divinity is one, for the Son and the Spirit are 
consubstantial, co-beginningless, co-everlasting and 
co-enthroned with the Father. In the same way, 
concerning the cross and death of the Lord, Gre- 
gory quoted the Old Testament scriptures, proph- 
ecies and foretellings against the Jews, such as: And 
your life will be hanging in front of your eyes 
(Deuteronomy 28: 66), and Come, let us put wood 
into his bread (Jeremiah 11: 19). And he spoke 
about the ark of Noah as a foreshadowing of the 
cross, about the garden of Savek, in which a lamb 
took the place of Isaac at the sacrifice, about the 
staff of Joseph, to the end of which Jacob bowed 
down, about Jacob’s blessing of his sons in the form 
of a cross, about the rod of Moses which divided 
the sea, about Moses’ raising his hands for victory 
over the Amalekites, about the brass serpent hung 
in the wilderness, about the wood which sweet- 
ened the bitter waters of Marah and many other 
mystical foretellings which are found in the law. 
And the debate continued until the evening: both 
sides quarreled strongly, objecting to each other. 
However, the victor in all the reasonings was the 
archbishop, because the Holy Spirit spoke through 
him, as it is written in the Scripture: For it is not 
you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father Who 
speaks in you (Matthew 10:20). Since evening had 
come, and the debate had not yet come to an end, 
the king rose from his seat, as did the archbishop, 
and the meeting dispersed, the discussion being 
postponed until the morning. But the Jews sur- 
rounded Ervan, joyfully embracing and kissing him, 
praising him for his fairly strong rejoinders to the 
Christians. But Ervan said to them: 

“Pray that the True God helps us, for you your- 
selves see what a cunning man the archbishop is, 
and how difficult it is to conquer him.” 

But they encouraged him to speak with him 
fearlessly and boldly. In the morning the meeting 
assembled again, and when the king and the arch- 
bishop had appeared and the Jews and Ervan had 
also come, the debate began again. However, nei- 
ther on that day, nor on the third, nor on the fourth, 
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nor even on the fifth did the debate come to an 
end. On all these days the king was present at the 
debates with the whole of his court, listening with 
pleasure to the speakers and rejoicing at the wis- 
dom and reasoning power given by God to his most 
holy archbishop. And truly there was something to 
listen to and remember when many prophetic ut- 
terances were being interpreted and many mystical 
passages in Scripture were being explained. In the 
discussion on the incarnation of Jesus Christ and 
on the All-Pure Virgin, the archbishop quoted the 
words of the Prophet Isaiah: Behold, a Virgin shall 
conceive and bear a Son (Isaiah 7: 14). When Ervan 
objected that Mary had given birth only to an or- 
dinary man, and not God, the archbishop replied 
with these words: And they shall call His name 
Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with 
us (Matthew 1: 23). 

Ervan said: 

“What woman's womb can accommodate the 
terrible majesty of the Divinity?” 

The archbishop replied: 

“Just as Abraham's dwelling accommodated 
God under the oak of Mamre, when He came to 
eat with Abraham.” 

Ervan rejoined: 

“But how did the fire of the Divinity not burn 
up the woman's body?” 

The archbishop replied: 

“Just as the fire did not burn up the bush in Sinai, 
so the Divinity did not harm the virginal womb: the 
Virgin conceived, and remained a Virgin.” 

Ervan objected: 

“The birth from the Virgin was illusory, it did 
not actually take place, because it is impossible that 
the womb should not have been damaged at birth, 
and it is clear for everyone that this is false.” 

The archbishop replied: 

“When Habbakuk went to Daniel in the lion's 
den, and the doors of the den were closed and sealed 
by a seal, tell me, how did he go in and out without 
opening the doors and without breaking the seals?” 

At the end of the debate on the third day, Ervan 
tried to run away, but the other Jews restrained him, 
saying: 

“If you leave us, we shall all perish. Stay,” they 
pleaded, trying to stop him by all means — “will 


not God help us? But if we are conquered in de- 
bate, we have other means of resistance in which 
they will not be able to conquer.” 

When Ervan during the debate began to re- 
proach the Christians for worshipping idols, and 
began to call icons idols, and those who bow down 
to them — idol-worshippers and opponents of the 
law of God, saying that “God commanded us not 
to make idols and all kinds of likenesses”, the arch- 
bishop asked him: 

“When there was a flood in the days of Noah, 
how was he saved?” 

Ervan replied: 

“By the ark made of wood.” 

The archbishop rejoined: 

“What do you think, could God have saved 
Noah without the ark, or couldn't he?” 

Ervan replied: 

“T think that he could, because it is said that 
with God all things are possible.” 

The archbishop rejoined: 

“But if God could, then was the ark required 
for the salvation of the righteous one? Does it not 
follow from this that Noah should have given 
thanks for his salvation to the ark, and not to God?” 

Ervan replied: 

“No, it is fitting to give praise to God, and not 
to soulless creatures.” 

The archbishop said: 

“However, you believe that God arranged the 
salvation of Noah through a soulless creature - the 
ark. In the same way God sends us through these 
visible icons His grace, for although they are soul- 
less, they are appointed for our salvation. When we 
gaze at icons, we are lifted in mind to the prototype, 
and we are exalted to God-pleasing zeal. But we 
depict, not idols, but the Lord Jesus Christ in His 
manhood, and not in His Divinity, which is inde- 
scribable. And just as Noah gave thanks to God for 
his salvation in the ark by creating an altar, so we 
give thanks to Christ God by drawing His image, so 
that by carnal contemplation of Him we may be 
delivered from the noetic flood. We recognize His 
humanity to be as it were another ark, through which 
He took upon Himself our sins, and, having sancti- 
fied us by His Divinity, bore us up to heaven. Him 


Who was seen by bodily eyes we depict in colors, 
portraying the all-pure likeness of His humanity, and 
under the form of a bodily likeness we bow down at 
the same time to His Divinity, and worship Him as 
being equally worthy of worship with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit.” 

But Ervan continued to blaspheme the holy 
icons and said: 

“I am amazed by your Christian fairy-tales, 
which declare that God sends His grace to icons 
depicted on walls and boards which never walk or 
speak.” 

The archbishop refuted him by asking: 

“Tell me, Ervan, why did God give His grace 
to the cloak of Elijah, and did not give it to Elisha, 
but preferred the soulless cloak to the living 
prophet, since the prophet could not himself cross 
the Jordan, but divided the waters with the cloak 
and passed over the dry land, and whatever miracle 
Elisha was not able to do could be done by the 
soulless cloak? Why did God give miracle-working 
power, not to Moses, to work miracles in the Egyp- 
tian land, but to his rod, and through it turned the 
water into blood, divided the sea and did many 
other things, terrible and glorious miracles? Besides, 
the tabernacle, the ark of the testament, the golden 
jar with the manna, the tablets and the rod of Aaron, 
the altar, the censer and the seven-branched 
candlestick — did they not all have the grace of 
God, although they were dead and made out of 
visible and sensible things by human hands? And 
yet they were overshadowed by the glory of God, 
were filled and surrounded by a cloud and were 
inaccessible to all but the priests and Levites. And 
nobody could touch them, since they were Divine 
and holy. But if it was like that in the Old Testa- 
ment, why be amazed at the grace given to the holy 
icons in the New Testament?” 

Ervan again objected: 

“In the Psalms it is written: idols of the nations 
are silver and gold, the works of the hands of men 
(Psalm 113:12). Therefore your icons are idols, for 
they are made by the hands of men.” 

The archbishop rejoined: 

“T have nothing against the idea that the idols 


of the nations who do not know God are idols, 
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since they are likenesses of those who lived their 
lives godlessly in all kinds of wickedness: magi, 
soothsayers, murderers, cannibals, and all these died 
an evil death. To commemorate them some made 
idols, and the generation that followed, deceived 
and blinded by satan, turned them into gods and 
worshipped them. But you do the same when you 
bow down to statues, offering your sons and daugh- 
ters in sacrifice to them, shedding innocent blood, 
the blood of your sons and daughters, whom you 
brought in sacrifice to the Canaanitish statues, 
which are idols. But the representations of the saints 
of God which we now depict — these are not idols, 
but honorable icons. We depict the image of those 
who knew God, believed in Him, pleased Him in 
righteousness, were honorable men, holy and be- 
loved of God, and worked many miracles by the 
grace of God. They raised the dead, healed the sick, 
the blind, the lame, the crippled, cleansed lepers, 
cast out demons, and their end was honorable and 
their memory eternal and glorious. For precious in 
the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints, and 
the memory of the righteous man is with praises, 
and the righteous shail be in everlasting remem- 
brance (Psalm 115:6, 111:6).” 

When Ervan again began to speak evil, saying 
that nothing distinguished the icons from idols, 
the archbishop said: 

“Your clothing, Ervan, and the tabernacle — 
they are both made out of wool and flax, but do 
they have an equal power? Your rod and the rod of 
Aaron that flowered — do they have an identical 
honor? The jug which you have in your house and 
the jar (vessel) with the manna — are they equal? 
The trunk in which you put what you need for 
your body, and the ark of the covenant — do they 
have an equal glory? The fire and the oil which you 
light in your home for illumination — do you 
compare them with the golden seven-branched 
candlestick? The house in which you live and the 
temple built by Solomon — do you liken the one to 
the other? In no way — you ascribe incomparably 
greater honor to all the latter, because Divine grace 
sometimes rested on them. In the same way con- 
sider that an idol, the image of a wicked man who 
has been thrust into hell is one thing, and an icon 


Se 


of a holy God-pleaser, from which the Divine grace 
of the Lord flows out upon us by the prayers of 
him who is depicted on it — is quite another.” 

Ervan also said of the angels that they were 
bodiless, as it is written: Who maketh His angels 
spirits (Psalm 103.4), and that Christians never- 
theless shamelessly depict them on icons, giving a 
bodily representation to bodiless spirits. To this the 
archbishop replied: 

“You don’t know what you are talking about, 
for it was from you that we learned to depict 
angels.” 

Ervan objected: 

“This was never done among us.” 

The archbishop asked: 

“Have you studied the whole of the Old Testa- 
ment, and have you not learned this?” 

Ervan objected: 

“T swear by the Lord that I do not know that 
representations of angels were ever depicted or hon- 
ored among us!” 

To this the archbishop said: 

“Truly, it was you who began this work: when 
Solomon built the temple to God, did he not make 
cherubim above the sanctuary overshadowing the 
altar? And in the same way did he not place cheru- 
bim above the first and second doors of the sanc- 
tuary? And in the tabernacle built by Moses — were 
there not representations of cherubim above the 
ark of the testament, and also were not faces of the 
cherubim sewn on the curtains, and were not all 
these representations of angels venerated by you 
together with the tabernacle and the temple? But if 
you depicted bodiless beings and venerated them, 
why do you rebuke us for depicting and venerat- 
ing the persons of those saints who pleased God in 
the flesh?” 

This and much like it was said on the fourth 
day of the debate. But when the evening came, and 
the king and the archbishop got up from their 
places, the assembly dispersed in the expectation 
that the debate would come to an end in the morn- 
ing and it would be possible to see the triumph of 
the victor. The Jews rejoiced for Ervan that he had 
given a good reply and posed questions to the arch- 
bishop. They encouraged him and said to him: 


“You are struggling well, fear not, be still stron- 
ger, for we see that God is with you. Do not fear in 
your heart, since it is evident that the king is lis- 
tening to both of you with pleasure.” 

But Ervan answered them: 

“Brothers, this man whom I see is far superior 
to me in mind and in the art of speaking, and I 
cannot conquer him. You yourselves have heard that 
all my reasonings were overturned and cast down. 
He reduced them to nothing.” 

Very early in the morning, when the wisest of 
the Jews had again come to Evran, he said to them: 

“Brothers, I shall tell you truthfully that I shall 
be defeated by the archbishop, because in the night 
I saw in a vision Moses and Jesus, over Whom we 
have had this quarrel. I saw them as it were stand- 
ing on the roof of some sanctuary and talking to- 
gether. And I saw Moses bowing down to Jesus and 
having his hands bent towards his chest as if they 
were bound, and standing in front of Jesus in fear, 
as if in front of his Lord God. I was amazed at this 
and, when my lips opened, I said: 

“My lord Moses, is what you're doing right?’ 

“But he turned towards me and stopped me, 
saying: 

“Desist, I am not sinning in bowing to my 
Master, since I am not like you; I confess my Cre- 
ator and Lord. Why do you cause difficulties for 
the righteous archbishop by resisting the truth? 
Today you will be defeated and, like me, will wor- 
ship the Lord Jesus Christ.’ 

“T saw this, brothers, and I don’t know what it 
means. However, I shall continue to resist the arch- 
bishop, insisting on our law, until God Himself 
arranges things as He wills.” 

Many, on hearing this, were thrown into doubt 
and perplexity. But when the day came, the coun- 
cil was set up, the king appeared with his court, 
the archbishop with his clergy, and a multitude of 
people came together, Ervan stood out with the 
teachers of the law who assisted him, and the de- 
bate began again, as on the previous days. One 
learned notary of the archbishop’s, whom he had 
brought with him from Alexandria, was able to 
write quickly, and recorded all the speeches given 
by the archbishop and Ervan. With the help of the 


Holy Spirit, Who acted through the lips of the arch- 
bishop, the resisters were defeated, while our side 
triumphed in the Lord. The archbishop was the 
victor in all the arguments, while Ervan became 
weaker, as did the Jewish teachers of the law who 
helped him. However, malice blinded them, they 
heard poorly with their ears, and their eyes were 
closed to the truth. And after the words of the arch- 
bishop it was necessary that there should come the 
strength of faith and a miracle, which would re- 
prove those hardened by malice and shame their 
unbelief — which is what in fact happened, as 
follows. 

When Ervan had been finally defeated in de- 
bate, he shouted: 

“Why do we waste time in long arguments! I 
shall resolve this debate. Archbishop, if you want 
me to believe in Jesus, that He is the true God, 
show Him to me alive, so that I may see Him and 
speak with Him, and then I shall recognize that 
you Christians have overcome and conquered us.” 

When Ervan said this, the assembly of the Jews 
began to shout: 

“We beseech you, teacher, do not be seduced 
into becoming a Christian, take courage and be 
strong in the truth. You know that there is nothing 
truer than the One God of our fathers.” 

Ervan angrily said to them: 

“What nonsense are you saying? Listen, if he 
convinces me that He Whom the prophets fore- 
told exists, then what are we still waiting for?” 

The archbishop, seeing that he was speaking 
sincerely and without flattery, said to him: 

“Ervan, you are bringing in a great temptation, 
a petition above your strength, because you are 
petitioning, not men, but God. However, so that 
you and those with you here may believe, and that 
the hearts of the believers should be established, 
God is powerful and will do this. Only tell me fi- 
nally, how do you want me to convince you?” 

Ervan replied: 

“Beseech your Master, if He is in heaven, as 
you say, to come down here and appear to me, so 
that I may speak with Him. And I swear by the 
Lord that I shall immediately believe in Him and 
be baptized.” 
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When Ervan said these words, the whole mul- 
titude of the Jews began to shout: 

“Yes, archbishop, prove to us the truth of your 
words, show us your Christ. Then we will have 
nothing to say and will believe in Him with fear.” 

And they all badgered the holy Gregory, shout- 
ing that he show them Christ perceptibly, if He 
was alive after His crucifixion and death. Then the 
Jews began to say among themselves: 

“If the archbishop shows us his Christ, what 
can we do? Woe to us, we shall have to become 
Christians against our will.” 

But others said: 

“Tf he shows us Christ, then why not believe in 
Him?” 

But some said: 

“How is it possible to show Him Who was 
killed and died as a man, and so many years have 
passed since the day of His death? Where is His 
body and spirit to be found, when all the bones 
and sinews have long since disintegrated in the 
grave?” 

When the archbishop thought about the im- 
portance of the matter and saw their powerful in- 
sistence, with all his soul he hoped in the Lord. For 
he reasoned within himself that if he did not be- 
seech the Master Christ to fulfill their petition, then 
the opposing side would score a great triumph, the 
Jews would be the victors, the Christians would be 
as if defeated, and the enemies would mock and 
deride the Christians. And so with hope he said to 
the Jewish multitude: 

“If Christ wishes it, then I shall be able to show 
Him to you. But you know well that if] show Him 
to you and you do not want to believe in Him, 
then the sword will immediately destroy you all. 
But if I, because of my unworthiness, am not able 
to show my Lord to you, then act in accordance 
with your will.” 

On hearing this, the Jews became sad and at 
the same time joyful: sad because they feared that 
if he showed them Christ, they would have to be- 
lieve in Him against their will; but joyful, because 
they hoped that he would not show Christ to them, 
and then they could freely remain in their faith. 
But the words of the archbishop were pleasing to 
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Ervan and the most wise teachers of the law who 
were with him. They said to each other: 

“Tt is impossible that a man killed by our fa- 
thers, Who was dead and sealed in the grave, and 
Who was stolen away by His disciples, should again 
be alive after 500 years.” 

St. Gregory, knowing the words of the Lord 
pronounced in the Gospel — If you have faith as a 
grain of mustard seed, you will say to this moun- 
tain: depart from here, and it will depart; and noth- 
ing will be impossible for you (Matthew 17:20) — ~ 
and keeping them in his mind, and having besides 
an unshakable faith in God and strong hope in 
Him, got up from his place and went a short dis- 
tance away to a more fitting place for prayer. But 
the king and his people were amazed and aston- 
ished at such great daring in relation to God, and 
that the archbishop had such faith that he would 
dare to undertake such an awe-inspiring deed; and 
with fear they waited to see what would happen. 
The hierarch, separating himself a little from the 
assembly, signed himself with the sign of the cross 
and started to pray. He humbly bent his knees and, 
with his face turned to heaven, he prayed long and 
loud so that all those present could hear. He re- 
membered all the mysteries of the incarnation of 
God the Word and the whole life of Christ among 
men, beginning from His nativity and ending with 
His voluntary sufferings, the cross, death, the three- 
day resurrection and ascension into heaven. And 
finally he said: 

“Master, reveal Thyself as alive to these people, 
hardened in heart and blinded by malice. Reveal 
Thyself for the sake of Thy Holy Name, and grant 
that they may see with their eyes Thy life-creating 
humanity Which Thou didst assume for our sakes, 
and with Which Thou didst ascend into heaven, 
so that, having seen Thee, they may believe in Thee 
as the True God, and in the Father Who sent Thee 
and in the Holy Spirit.” 

When he had finished his prayer, and all were 
watching him attentively, suddenly there was an 
earthquake and a terrible thunder was heard from 
the East, so that the earth shook, and everyone fell 
down from fear. But when they had all recovered 
from their fear and got up a little and raised their 


eyes to the East, they saw that the heavens had 
opened and a radiant cloud with a fiery flame and 
rays of the sun was descending from there to the 
earth. In the midst of the cloud they could see a 
Man, the most beautiful of all the sons of men, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, His face shining with indescrib- 
able radiance and His clothes shining like light- 
ning. Stepping with a special movement over the 
cloud, He came close to the earth and stood above 
and opposite the archbishop on the cloud, draw- 
ing the eyes and hearts of all to Him by His beauty, 
which no tongue can describe. From fear of His 
glory, which it was impossible to look upon, every- 
body fell to the ground as had the disciples on Ta- 
bor — the king and his nobles, and all the people 
from the smallest to the greatest. But the Jews, over- 
come by a great trembling, scattered hither and 
thither, trying to run away, since the shining of the 
Divine Light burned them, and the glory of the 
Lord, which they were not able to see, enveloped 
them with great fear. 

But they could neither run nor even move from 
their places, because an invisible power held them. 
The archbishop, strengthened from on high, loudly 
called out to Ervan: 

“Ervan, this is He of Whom you have heard 
many things. Look at Him and believe that One is 
Holy, One is Lord, Jesus Christ, to the glory of 
God the Father. Amen.” 

But Ervan went numb and could not reply. 
Then he heard the voice of the Lord: 

“For the sake of the bishop’s prayers, the One 
crucified by your fathers heals you.” 

On hearing this voice, everyone trembled even 
more and fell to the earth, awe-struck. And as once 
Saul on the road to Damascus fell to the earth and 
saw nothing when the light shone from heaven and 
the voice sounded, so were they blinded; although 
their eyes were open, they saw nothing, and only 
sorrowed and wept bitterly. Then from before the 
face of the Lord was heard a kind of Divine sound, 
and the radiant cloud which was under the feet of 
the Lord hid Him from the eyes of all; it gradually 
became thicker from all sides as it followed Him, 
and continued rising until the Divine glory disap- 
peared in heaven and everything was hidden from 


their eyes. The king and all the Christians boldly 
cried out after the Lord: 

“Lord, have mercy!” 

The honorable archbishop lay with his face to 
the earth, tearfully raising his prayer to the Lord 
for the people. Then they all gathered together in a 
council: the king with his court together with the 
people began to honor the archbishop with special 
reverence, amazed at his sanctity and the power of 
his prayer. But the Jews asked each other: 

“Brother, do you see anything?” 

And each replied: 

“T can't see anything.” 

Ervan replied: 

“Are we the only ones to have been blinded on 
seeing the God of the Christians, or have the Chris- 
tians suffered in the same way?” 

On hearing this, the Christians said: 

“By the grace of Christ we can see well, and 
our eyes are now sounder than they were. But you 
are blind because of your unbelief. The Lord is a 
God of vengeances, the God of vengeance hath 
declared Himself (Psalm 93:1). He has destroyed 
your sight since you saw Him although you are 
unworthy.” 

Then Ervan with ail the Jews began to beseech 
the archbishop with tears that he heal their blinded 
eyes and give them holy Baptism. The archbishop 
asked them: did they sincerely believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ? And they all witnessed that they be- 
lieved with conviction. Then the archbishop and 
the bishops and priests who were with him made 
them catechumens and set about the celebration 
of the sacrament of Baptism. When the Jews en- 
tered the holy font, immediately a kind of scales 
fell from their eyes and they all could see with their 
bodily and spiritual eyes, for with the heart man 
believeth unto righteousness, and with the mouth 
confession is made unto salvation (Romans 10:10), 
and they were all baptized in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, beginning 
with Ervan, who was received from the font by the 
king himself, and who was given the name Leo in 
holy Baptism. The king united him to his court, 
making him a patrician, since he was a clever man 
worthy of honor. Ervan deeply repented of his 
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original error, and was amazed with awe as he re- 
membered the appearance of the Lord. 

“How could this be the Lord Jesus Christ,” he 
said, “Whom our fathers crucified and buried, and 
Who, as we thought, was dead?” 

And with tears he exclaimed: 

“O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God! 
Forgive me, for I sinned in ignorance!” 

Ervan venerated the archbishop as an angel of 
God, and did not want to be parted from him. 
Thus the land of Homer was enlightened with the 
light of the holy faith; not only Jews, but also pa- 
gans were baptized in all the cities and villages. And 
there was great joy throughout the country; angels 
rejoiced with me at such a great conversion and 
repentance of human souls, and God Who wishes 
that all men be saved was glorified. 

Then the holy archbishop Gregory advised the 
king to command the Jews not to live together, 
but to settle with the Christians, so that they should 
not have secret assemblies and meetings. The king 
issued the following law: 

“Let none of the Jews take a man of the Jewish 
race for his daughter, but let him take a son-in-law 
from the Christians, and let not the son of a Jew 
take a bride from the daughters of the Jews, but let 
him find a Christian bride. And if anyone dares to 
transgress this law, he is subject to execution by 


beheading.” 


(Translated from the Russian text 
published by Monastery Press, 
Montréal, by Vladimir Moss) 


The archbishop did this so that the Jewish 
people should mix with the Christians and after 
several years should completely forget about their 
ancient Old Testament faith and customs. Every- 
where there was quiet and complete humility, and 
piety shone out everywhere. The king and the arch- 
bishop worked zealously before God, offering all- 
night doxologies to the Master Christ, taking care 
for the salvation of human souls and ruling the 
kingdom mercifully and righteously. The pious 
King Abraham, having lived for 30 years in the 
country, died, being informed of the day of his 
death by St. Gregory, and was buried with honor 
in the city of Afar. 

A short time after the death of the king, our 
holy father Gregory, having watched over his flock 
and confirmed the faith on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets and having done many signs 
and wonders to the glory of God, came to the end 
of his life on December 19, and was laid with honor 
in the burial-vault of the great church in the same 
city. The whole land of Homer wept over him, none 
more so than the baptized Jews, because he was a 
kind and merciful father, pleasant to men and pleas- 
ing to God, before Whom St. Gregory took his 
place among the other holy hierarchs, glorifying 
with them the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 
to the ages. Amen. 


BY SILENCE IS GOD BETRAYED: CONCLUSION 


6. THe Free OrtHODOX CHURCH IN RussIA 


The fruits of Sergianism confuse many Ortho- 
dox believers in Russia. Therefore it is no wonder 
that some parishes in Russia have joined the Free 
Orthodox Church, under the First Hierarch of the 
Russian Church Abroad, one of the few Orthodox 
Churches which does not participate in the ecu- 
menical movement. These communities (currently 
over 60) form the Free Russian Orthodox Church. 

The Moscow Patriarchate is gravely concerned 
over the existence of the Russian Church Abroad. 
Serge Schmemann, Moscow correspondent of The 
New York Times, on the eve of the visit of Patriarch 
Alexis I to the United States, correctly noted: “The 
small Church Abroad is... a constant reminder of 
the past about which the Moscow Patriarchate and 
the Patriarch himself would rather forget” (The New 
York Times. Nov. 9, 1991). The Church Abroad 
will not allow anyone to forget about Sergianism, 
about the New Martyrs, about the depravity of the 
ecumenical movement (whose ardent proponent 
the Patriarch is), all of which taken together has 
led to apostasy. 

A considerable number of believers from the 
Catacomb Church has joined the Free Russian 
Orthodox Church. These are Russian Orthodox 
believers who share the position of the Solovki 
bishop-confessors and have condemned the Decla- 
ration of 1927 by Metropolitan Sergius 
(Stragorodksy). This Church was particularly strong 
in the 1930s-40s. Its followers were ostracized by 
the Sergianists, while the Soviet authorities exiled 
and even executed many confessors of the Catacomb 
Church merely because they refused to accept the 
Sergian Declaration. Even to this day, this part of 
the Church is unable to avail itself of the constitu- 
tional right to a normal and legal existence. 

We must not idealize each clergyman’s coming 
over to the bosom of the Church Abroad. Unfor- 


tunately, such a transfer of allegiance is not in ev- 


The Future of Orthodoxy is determined 
not by compromises with Antichrist, 
but by heroic standing and confession. 
Professor !lvan lin 

(Religious Philosopher) 


ery case the result of a search for the Truth. For 
some it represents the possibility of obtaining what 
they could not obtain in the Patriarchate — a higher 
position, a trip abroad, etc. Others are simply 
“searching for themselves.” And of course one 
shouldn't exclude here infiltration by security agents 
in an attempt to discredit the Church in the eyes 
of Orthodox believers. 

Many doubt the legality of the decision taken 
in May of 1990 by the Council of Bishops of the 
Russian Church Abroad to accept clergy and par- 
ishes leaving the Moscow Patriarchate. Of course, 
the establishment of a parallel hierarchy and eccle- 
siastical jurisdiction is an objectively abnormal 
phenomenon. This phenomenon, however, is the 
result of a severe disease in the life of the Russian 
Orthodoxy of the 20th century, which has been 
caused by SERGIANISM. I believe that as soon as 
the problems which have accumulated in the 
Church because of Sergianism are overcome, the 
reasons for our separation will also fall away. 

The Russian Church Abroad has never consid- 
ered herself outside the fold of the Russian Ortho- 
dox Church, has never striven to become 
autocephalous. In 1945, an appeal by Patriarch 
Alexis I for the Church Abroad to unite with the 
Moscow Patriarchate was answered by the First 
Hierarch of the Church Abroad, Metropolitan 
Anastasy (Gribanovsky). He replied that the mem- 
bers of the Church Abroad 

“ have never regarded, and do not regard, 
themselves as outside the fold of the Russian 
Orthodox Church, for they have never severed the 
canonical, prayerful and spiritual unity with their 
Mother Church... Only a Pan-Russian Church 
Council freely and lawfully convoked and totally 
independent in its decisions, with the participa- 
tion, as far as possible, of all bishops abroad, and 
particularly of those now jailed in Russia, might 
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serve as a body completely qualified to judge be- 
tween the bishops abroad and the current head of 
the Russian Church. Before such a council we are 
prepared to render an account for all our deeds 
during the time of our sojourn abroad... (M. 
Rodzianko, “Pravda o Zarubezhnoi Tserkvi”, 
Pravoslavnaya zhizn, Jordanville, N-Y., 1976], p. 
40, in Russian). 

One must not identify the Moscow Patriarch- 
ate with the whole Church of Russia. There are 
many selfless pastors in the Patriarchate, who have 
devoted themselves to the service of Christ, and 
who in this time, which is most difficult in all re- 
spects, make up the Church. Many of the Mos- 
cow Patriarchate's defenders enjoy pointing to these 
worthy pastors and laymen as proof of its vitality. 
However, these honorable men show their worth 
not thanks to the leadership of the Moscow Patri- 
archate, but despite it. 

I came to this conclusion during my several 
trips to Russia. In Valaam, in Ryazan’, in Pechory, 
at the Pyukhtitski and Shamordino convents, in 
Kostroma, and in many other places, I met with 
and had lengthy conversations with non-partisan 
Church people who had no plans for leaving the 
Patriarchate, but who were doing their best to over- 
come the crisis in the Church caused by Sergianism. 
Many of them complained that instead of imple- 
menting reforms and personnel replacements (par- 
ticularly at the top), which might have alleviated 
the strain within the Church and made it more 
viable, the Patriarch has chosen the path of further 


intensifying authoritative principles and solidify- 
ing the higher Church bureaucracy which was 
formed in pre-Perestroika years. 

To counter the move of clergy to the Russian 
Church Abroad, which might assume massive di- 
mensions, the leadership of the Patriarchate has 
decided to annihilate the Free Church by any means 
possible, and has called to its assistance the authori- 
ties [of the state] (which is, incidentally, a favorite 
Sergianist method). The struggle is frequently ex- 
pressed in physical violence directed against the 
communities, clergy and faithful of the Free Rus- 
sian Orthodox Church. 

The opposition between the Moscow Patriarch- 
ate and the Free Russian Orthodox Church is far 
from a private inter-Church conflict {the Kursk 
Province’s independent newspaper Aksenty notes]; 
it is the inevitable result of a regenerated Russian 
self-awareness which had been methodically eradi- 
cated by the Bolsheviks. 

When a crowd of “righteous” beats up a “sinner”, 
one thing is clear: something is wrong. Both the new 
governing authorities and the old hierarchs of “Soviet 
Orthodoxy” are trying to beat up the Free Russian 
Orthodox Church today, and they are doing this with 
rare unanimity. It is simply astonishing how quickly 
they merge, the former persecuted and the persecu- 
tors! Why are they and others so afraid of their own 
Orthodox people? Why do they hate them so? 

In our time it is not easy to choose the right 
way. But all the more respect is due to those who 
have found it far away from the road. 


7. TRUTH AND Prayer ON THE PATHS TO REUNIFICATION 


All of this is difficult to bear. Yet we have to 
know the truth about the life of the Church in 
Russia, and particularly now, when from all quar- 
ters it is being suggested that the hierarchy of the 
Russian Church Abroad sit down at the negotiat- 
ing table with the bishops of the Moscow Patri- 
archate. Keeping in mind the pre-conciliar process 
called for by the hierarchs of the Russian Church 
Abroad, we are obliged to intensify our spiritual 
battle against evil, to drive it from our life before 
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Lying is the destruction of love. 
— St. Jonn of the Ladder 


seriously initiating negotiations on the reunifica- 
tion of the two parts of the Russian Orthodox 
Church, which we so desire. 

The weaponry used in this assault against the 
evil of falsehood must be the truth, for The Lord... 
hath loved righteousness (Ps. 10: 7). This is what 
a priest calls to mind when he puts on his sacred 
vestments and utters the words of sacred Scrip- 
ture: Thy priests shall be clothed with righteous- 
ness, and Thy righteous shall rejoice [Ps. 131: 9], 


always, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 
Amen. 

Each day the believers of the Moscow Patri- 
archate, as well as those of the Church Abroad, 
pronounce the words of the remarkable morning 
prayer of commemoration. We all understand the 
meaning of these words, but do they penetrate into 
the depths of our consciousness? 

“Among the first, O Lord, remember Thy holy, 
catholic and apostolic Church, which Thou hast 
acquired with Thy precious Blood: and establish, 
strengthen, expand and increase it, grant it peace, 
and preserve it forever unvanquished by the gates 
of hades. Quell Thou the divisions among the 
Churches; put down the arrogance of the heathen; 
and speedily destroy and uproot the uprising of 
heresy, and set it at nought through the power of 
Thy Holy Spirit.” 

Let us ponder these words; let us utter them 
not only with our lips, but, more importantly, with 
our hearts, so that with all the Truth of God they 
may enter into our life and bring forth fruits worthy 
of repentance (Lk. 3: 8), which our long-suffering 
and merciful Lord expects of us. 

St. Ephraim the Syrian says: “Do not enclose 
your prayer in words alone; let your every action 
be a divine service to God...” The Church teaches 
that prayer is action transformed into contempla- 
tion and that action is a prayer which has become 
a deed. Let prayer lead us to repentance. 

In order to be renewed through repentance, it 
is not enough merely to name a sin, giving it the 
form of something impersonal, “socio-national and 
popular”, thereby transforming it from something 
negative and dangerous into something habitual, 
with which all have long since lived and become 
reconciled. According to the definition of St. Isaac 
the Syrian, what is required is not a pronounce- 
ment, but a sincere understanding and acknowl- 
edgment of one’s guilt, heartfelt contrition for what 
has been done, and a complete renewal of one’s 
personality and way of life. What was peculiar to 
man before repentance becomes alien and improper 
afterwards; metanoia — a change of mind — also 
entails a change in feeling and actions. All of this 
then results in a new personality, a new spiritual 
creature, 


Understandably, this is not an easy matter. This 
kind of repentance is for many identical to confes- 
sion. Yet it is something we cannot do without: 
Whosoever, therefore shall confess Me before men, him 
will I confess also before My Father, Who is in heaven. 
But whosoever shall deny Me before men, him will I 
also deny before My Father, Who is in heaven (Mt. 
10: 32-33). 

“One of the distinguishing features of a great 
people is its ability to get to its feet after a fall. No 
matter how grievous its humiliation, the hour will 
strike, and it will muster its dissipated moral forces 
and embody them in one great man or several great 
men, who will lead it to their historic way from 
which they had strayed for a time” (Troitski Paterik, 
[Trinity-Sergius Lavra, 1896], p. 8-9]. 

Uttering these words in 1892 at the Moscow 
Theological Academy, the historian Vladimir 
Kliuchevsky of course had in mind St. Sergius of 
Radonezh, who played an enormous role in deliv- 
ering Russia from the Tartar Yoke. Kliuchevsky’s 
words are also applicable to other critical periods 
in the history of Russia, including the present one. 

In the 20th century, the best part of the Rus- 
sian people has mustered its “dissipated moral 
forces” and embodied them in the New Martyrs 
and Confessors. Unexpectedly revealed to us dur- 
ing the years of the most brutal persecutions of the 
Church and shining in the throng of Martyrs and 
Confessors, these warriors of the Spirit call us to 
the utmost seriousness, to prayer. To the New Mar- 
tyrs we must turn for help, for guidance as to how 
we, the children of the Russian Church, may find 
correction. The most precious spiritual fruits are 
bestowed when we seek guidance from those whom 
we consider more righteous and higher than us. 
This is not surprising, for God resisteth the proud, 
but giveth grace unto the humble (Jas. 4: 6), while 
the appeal for guidance and for assistance is defi- 
nitely the fruit of a certain Christian humility. 

What then do the Martyrs of our times, the vic- 
tims of godless Communism, tell us? They tell us 
all that it is essential for our spirit to be reborn. Spiri- 
tual regeneration is the way for each Christian. And 
the way to such regeneration lies through repentance. 
We all have something of which to repent. We are 
all members of the one family of mankind. We all 
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bear responsibility for the horrible madness of the 
godlessness which for more than seven decades 
reigned over our unfortunate homeland. Yes, we 
have something of which to repent. Repentance is 
not despair; it is freedom and perfect joy. Without 
repentance, without the life of the Spirit all earthly 
joy is transformed into grief. 

At one time, the people of Nineveh heeded the 
call to repentance delivered by the Prophet Jonah. 
And the men of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed 
a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them 


to the least of them... And the king of Nineveh said: 
“Who knoweth if God will repent, and turn from His 
fierce anger, and so shall not perish ?” And God saw 
their works, that they turned from their evil ways; 
and God repented of the evil which He said He would 
do to them; and He did it not (Jon. 3: 5, 9-10). 


Fr. Victor Potapov 

Great Lent 

Sunday of the Myrrh-bearers, 1992 
Washington, DC 
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THE HOLY HIEROMARTYR JUSTINIAN OF RAMSEY ISLAND 


Wuose Memory tHE Hoty CuurcH COMMEMORATES ON THE 5TH OF DECEMBER 


Our holy Father Justinian was of noble Breton 
stock. Brought up from childhood in the study of 
literature, he shone among the most illustrious of 
his race the depth of his knowledge. And having 
been ordained to the priesthood, he carried out his 
duties faithfully. 

At length a Divine voice came to him: “Go out 
from thy land, and thy kindred, and the house of 
thy father.” 

Having collected together some companions, the 
holy man embarked in a boat made of hides, pray- 
ing to God to lead him to a land in which he could 
lead a solitary life. And at length he arrived at a land 
by the name of Hormay, where, after he had stayed 
for some time, many were fired by his example to 
leave the world and hasten under his direction. 
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But after a short while he received a second com- 
mand from God to leave his dwelling-place. Then, 
embarking in a boat, and committing himself to the 
winds and waves, he arrived at the island which is 
now known as Ramsey, off the western coast of Wales. 
There he found a man named Honorius, the son of 
King Thefriauc, who had abandoned the world and 
devoted himself entirely to God. Honorius received 
him kindly, and then, fired by zeal, he handed over 
to Justinian his land and dwelling-place so that he 
could devote himself without hindrance to the win- 
ning of souls for Christ. 

Seeing that the place was fitting for the mo- 
nastic life, and far from the tumult of the world, 
Justinian said: 

“I agree to your petition so long as your sister 


with her handmaid removes her bed far from us.” 

Some unbelievers laughed at this. But, im- 
pressed by the eloquence and grace of the holy man, 
Honorius said: 

“Holy father, I wish to enjoy your sweet and 
honorable company, so I shall send my sister to 
another region.” 

So the sister of blessed Honorius, having re- 
ceived the blessing of the holy man, departed into 
a distant country. 

Now the fame of the holy man reached the ears 
of St. David, archbishop of Menevia, who rejoiced 
in his arrival and sent messengers to him, beseech- 
ing him to come to him. When he came he was 
received with great honor; and St. David was so 
pleased with him that he took him as his confessor 
and spiritual father. And whatever dwellings he chose, 
whether on the island or on the mainland, he gave 
to him and to the brothers who flocked to him. 

One day, while Justianian was giving himself 
over to prayer and reading on the island, five men 
in a boat came to him and said: 

“He whom you love is ill and commands you 
to come to him without delay.” 

On hearing this, the saint hurried to the boat 
and began to chant psalms. But when they had 
rowed to the middle of the channel, he looked up 
and saw that the men were much uglier than those 
he was accustomed to see. Then he clearly under- 
stood that they were evil spirits. Raising his hands 
and eyes to heaven, he began to chant the psalm: 
“God is my Helper”. And while he was chanting 
the second verse, “Let them be turned back and 
confounded that seek after my soul”, the spirits 
vanished like black crows. And thus, supported by 
the help of God, he was lifted from the depths of 
the sea onto a rock on the mainland, where he 
found St. David, whom the evil spirits had said, 
was ill, safe and well. 

When the enemy of the human race saw that 
he had been conquered by the saint, and was able 
neither to overcome him by repeated assaults, nor 
to draw him by evil suggestions from the service of 
God, he used other crafty machinations, and infil- 
trated three of his demons among the servants of 


the man of God. Then the servants were seized with 
madness, and not only refused to obey the salutary 
counsels of their master, who was entreating them 
to work and not to lead an idle life, but also did 
not fear to rush at him, throw him to the ground 
and cut off his head. 

At the place where his head fell a most beauti- 
ful fountain gushed out of the rock, whose water 
confers healing on all the sick. Thus a man by the 
name of Jonah had been given poison in his milk 
and his stomach had turned ulcerous. When he 
had taken some of the water, he vomited a living 
frog and the ulcer disappeared completely. 

But those sons of iniquity who had committed 
the crime were struck with leprosy, and recognized 
that this was God’s vengeance on them. Then they 
came with groaning and weeping to a rock which 
is still called “the lepers’ rock”. There they lived, 
loading their bodies with heavy penances, and were 
counted worthy of forgiveness through the prayers 
of St. Justinian. 

One great miracle is followed by another. For 
St. Justinian’s decapitated body rose and took the 
head in its arms and descended to the sea shore. 
Walking across the water, it came to the port which 
is called after his name, and to the church which is 
now dedicated in his name (Llanstinian, near 
Fishguard). There it lay down and was buried. Many 
miracles were wrought there. The ill came there and 
returned cured, giving thanks to God. St. David came 
with his brethren in response to a Divine vision, and 
taking the holy body with psalms and hymns to the 
church of Menevia (now St. David's), placed it with 
honor in a new tomb. Behind an iron grill at the 
back of the altar in the Anglican cathedral of St. 
David's, one can still see the bones of two men, one 
big and one small. There are probably the bones of 
St. David (who was a big man) and of his confessor, 
St. Justinian. The saint died in the sixth century. 
His feastday is December 5. 


(Sources: C. Horstman, Nova Legenda Angliae, 1901, 
vol. II, pp. 93-95; David Farmer, The Oxford Dictio- 
nary of Saints, Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1978, pp. 228- 
229. Translated and compiled by Vladimir Moss) 
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AKATHIST HYMN 
TO THE HOLY PROPHET DAVID, KING OF ISRAEL 


Wuose Memory THe Hoty Cyurcu CELEBRATES ON THE SUNDAY AFTER THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST 


Kontakion I 
With hymns and psalms let us honor the holy 
King David, who of all the sons of Israel was 
chosen by God to reign over His elect, and, 
through his seed, gave rise in the flesh to the 
Messiah, our Lord, God and Savior, Jesus 
Christ; and let us say unto him: As thou wast 
delivered from hades by our Redeemer at His 
glorious resurrection, and standest now with 
boldness before the throne of His divine maj- 
esty, teach us to sing to Him a new song, that 
we may cry unto thee: 
Rejoice, O holy king and prophet David, 
thou ancestor of God and singer of His 
praises! 


Ikos I 

When Saul, the King of Israel, disobeyed the 
command of God, and the Lord rejected him 
from being king, He sent His high priest, the 
hely Prophet Samuel, to Bethlehem of Judea, 
where he took David, the least among the sons 
of Jesse, from among the flocks of the fields, 
and anointed him king with a horn of oil, so 
that the Spirit of the Lord came upon the holy 
youth. Wherefore, mindful of his humility and 
favor before the Lord, we cry unto him: 

Rejoice, for thou didst not walk in the coun- 


sel of the ungodly; 

rejoice, for thou didst not stand in the way 
of sinners! 

Rejoice, for thy will was in the law of the 
Lord; 

rejoice, for in His law thou didst meditate 
day and night! 

Rejoice, for thou wast established as king 
by God; 

rejoice, for thou didst proclaim His com- 
mandments! 

Rejoice, for thou didst serve the Lord with 
fear; 

rejoice, for thou didst rejoice in Him with 
trembling! 

Rejoice, for the Lord was thy Helper and 
glory; 

rejoice, for when thou didst cry unto Him, 
He heard thee! 
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Rejoice, for God smote all who without 
cause were thine enemies; 

rejoice, for His blessing was ever upon thee, 
who put thy trust in Him! 

Rejoice, O holy king and prophet David, 
thou ancestor of God and singer of His 
praises! 


Kontakion II 

When the Spirit of God departed from King 
Saul, the Lord permitted an evil spirit to 
trouble him. Then the servants of the king 
counseled him to seek a skillful harp player, 
that whenever the demon would assail him, 
the sweet music of the harp would stave it off. 
Wherefore, Saul dispatched a messenger unto 
Jesse in Bethlehem, saying: “Send me David, 
thy son, who is with the sheep.” And whenso- 
ever the evil spirit vexed the king, David would 
take his harp and play; and Saul was re- 
freshed, and the demon departed from him, so 
that he cried: Alleluia! 


Ikos II 
In those days, the idolatrous Philistines, the 
enemies of God’s people, gathered their armies 
together to smite Israel, and chief among their 
hosts was Goliath of Gath, a giant in stature, 
who challenged the mighty warriors of Saul’s 
army to single combat; but in their sore fear 
at the sight of him they fled from before his 
face. Yet though he was but a youth, David 
went forth to meet the foe, taking up five 
smooth stones and his shepherd’s sling, and 
smote the ungodly warrior a blow to the fore- 
head, so that he fell dead upon the earth. 
Wherefore, we cry unto him: 
Rejoice, for thou didst go forth against the 
enemy in the name of the Lord of hosts; 
rejoice, for thou didst bring him low in the 
name of the God of the armies of Israel, 
Whom he had defied! 
Rejoice, for the Lord delivered him into thy 
hand; 
rejoice, for thou didst smite him as he blas- 
phemed the living God! 


Rejoice, for through thee all the people 
knew that the Lord saveth not with 
sword and spear; 

rejoice, for the battle was the Lord’s, and 
He gave it into thy hands! 

Rejoice, for, seeing their champion fallen, 
the enemies of God’s people did flee; 

rejoice, for the Philistines were driven out 
of Judah and Israel! 

Rejoice, for thou didst break asunder the 
bonds of the foe! 

rejoice, for thou didst cast away their yoke 
from the people of the Lord! 

Rejoice, for the righteous wrath of God was 
kindled against His enemies; 

rejoice, for the Lord wrought a great sal- 
vation for all Israel! 

Rejoice, O holy king and prophet David, thou 
ancestor of God and singer of His praises! 


Kontakion III 

When the holy David returned from slaying 
the enemy of the Lord, the women of Israel 
came forth and joyfully sang his praises with 
timbrels and instruments of music; then Saul 
the king was moved to envy and jealousy, and 
sought occasion to slay him. But Jonathan, 
the son of the king, full of godly love, made 
covenant with David, to be his brother forever; 
and so great was their friendship and loyalty 
one to another that, pondering it, we are all 
moved to cry: Alleluia! 


Ixos Hit 
David behaved himself more wisely than all 
the servants of the king, and his name grew 
in the esteem of the people; but the hatred 
which Saul the king nurtured against him in- 
creased, and he sought to slay him with a jav- 
elin. Then fled the righteous youth from the 
king’s presence and went to the holy Prophet 
Samuel, the high priest of the Lord; and though 
the king sent many to arrest him, and at length 
came himself to take him, yet the Spirit of the 
Lord rendered all of them unable to act. 
Wherefore, perceiving God’s mercy toward 
those who set their trust on Him, we cry: 
Rejoice, for when thou didst call upon the 
Lord, He hearkened unto thee; 
rejoice, for in thine affliction He enlarged 
thee! 


Rejoice, for God had compassion upon thee 
and heard thy prayer; 

rejoice, for He made wondrous His holy one! 

Rejoice, for the light of the countenance of 
the Most High was signed upon thee; 

rejoice, for He gave gladness to thy heart! 

Rejoice, for the Lord alone made thee to 
dwell in hope; 

rejoice, for in peace didst thou lay thyself 
down and sleep! 

Rejoice, for when thou didst awake, He 
helped thee; 

rejoice, for thou didst sacrifice a sacrifice 
of righteousness, and hoped in the Lord! 

Rejoice, for the King of heaven attended to 
the voice of thy supplications; 

rejoice, for thou didst worship in His holy 
tabernacle, in the fear of Him! 

Rejoice, O holy king and prophet David, thou 
ancestor of God and singer of His praises! 


KOoNTAKION IV 

When David fied from Saul the king, who un- 
justly desired his death, he went to the taber- 
nacle of the Lord, to the priest Ahimelech, and 
asked him for bread for himself and his com- 
panions in flight; and the pious priest, seeing 
his need, gave him all that he had—the 
hallowed loaves of showbread, which had been 
sanctified and offered in sacrifice unto the Most 
High—and they did eat. This deed did our Sav- 
ior Jesus Christ in latter times recount, rebuk- 
ing the hypocritical Pharisees, who had ac- 
cused Him and His disciples of violating the 
law of God; for, blinded by their malice, they 
were incapable of singing: Alleluia! 


Ikos IV 

As David hid from Saul, many joined him in 
the wilderness to share his privations; but 
when the king learned that Ahimelech the 
priest and those with him had given David food 
and a sword, he accused them of treason and 
commanded his henchman to slay them all, 
eighty-five in number. But when he heard of 
this crime, David lamented the slaughter of 
the innocent ministers of God, and took the 
son of Ahimelech under his protection to safe- 
guard him. Wherefore, mindful of his rever- 
ence for the priests of God and his compassion 
for the bereaved, we cry: 
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Rejoice, thou who in thy filial love didst 
hide thy parents from the wrath of Saul; 

rejoice, thou who didst straightway obey 
the divine command which the Prophet 
Gad delivered unto thee! 

Rejoice, thou who didst lament the death 
of the priests slain by Saul! on thine 
account; 

rejoice, thou who gavest refuge to Abiathar, 
who survived the slaughter! 

Rejoice, for the Lord guided thee in the 
ways of His righteousness; 

rejoice, for, because of thine enemies, He 
made straight thy way before Him! 

Rejoice, for He saved thee from those who 
persecuted thee, and delivered thee; 

rejoice, for righteous was thy help from 
God, Who saveth all who are upright of 
heart! 

Rejoice, for thou gavest praise unto the 
Lord according to His righteousness; 

rejoice, for thou didst ever chant unto the 
name of the Lord Most High! 

Rejoice, for thou didst confess the Lord with 
thy whole heart; 

rejoice, for thou didst tell of all His 
wonders! 

Rejoice, O holy king and prophet David, 
thou ancestor of God and singer of His 
praises! 


KONTAKION V 
Learning that David was in the wilderness of 
En-gedi, Saul took an army and went forth in 
pursuit of him. But David and his followers 
hid themselves from the wrath of the king ina 
certain cave. Now when Saul entered this very 
cave, to use it as a privy, the men of David 
sought to persuade him to slay the king; yet 
David would not lift his hand against the 
Lord’s anointed, but instead stealthily cut off 
the back part of Saul’s robe, and later, display- 
ing the cloth as proof, declared from afar his 
innocence of the treason of which the king 
thought him guilty. Wherefore, marvelling at 
his patience and forbearance, we cry: Alleluia! 


Ikos V 
Another time, Saul again set out with his army 
to take David and his men, and they encamped 
in. the wilderness of Ziph. But David, who saw 
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them from afar, waited until all were asleep, 
and penetrated the guard, and came upon the 
king asleep, with his spear planted in the 
ground next to his head. Then David’s com- 
panion urged him to slay the sleeping king, 
but David said: “Who can stretch forth his hand 
against the Lord’s anointed, and be guiltless?”; 
and he took instead Saul’s spear and cruse of 
water, and afterwards cried out from afar that 
he was guiltless of all enmity toward the king, 
displaying the spear and cruse as proof. 
Wherefore, honoring his piety, we cry aloud 
such things as these: 

Rejoice, thou who wast glad and rejoiced 
in the Lord; 

rejoice, thou who chanted unto the name 
of the Most High! 

Rejoice, for thou didst declare all the 
praises of God in the gates of the daugh- 
ter of Sion; 

rejoice, for thou didst walk blameless and 
work righteousness, speaking truth in 
thy heart! 

Rejoice, for thou didst say unto the Lord: 
Thou art my Lord; 

rejoice, for the Lord was the portion of thine 
inheritance and of thy cup! 

Rejoice, for in thee and all the saints that 
are in His earth hath the Lord been 
wondrous; 

rejoice, for He hath wrought all His desires 
in thee! 

Rejoice, for thou didst bless the Lord Who 
gave thee understanding; 

rejoice, for thou didst behold the Lord ever 
before thee! 

Rejoice, for God was at thy right hand, that 
thou mightest never be shaken; 

rejoice, for thus was thy heart filled with 
joy and thy tongue with gladness! 

Rejoice, O holy king and prophet David, 
thou ancestor of God and singer of His 
praises! 


KONTAKION VI 
In those days, the Philistines again rose up 
against Israel, and prevailed in battle; and 
Jonathan, the friend of David, was slain; and 
Saul the king, filled with despair, fell upon his 
sword. And the godless infidels conquered and 
inhabited the cities of Israel. But when David 


heard of the slaughter from one who escaped, 
he mourned and wept, and rent his garments, 
and fasted for Saul and Jonathan, and all the 
fallen. But the Lord God commanded David 
to go unto the city of Hebron, whither the men 
of Judah came, and anointed David king. And 
all cried out to the Almighty: Alleluia! 


Ikos VI 
As David found favor with the Most High, his 
wisdom and skill increased; but the house of 
Saul waned in power. Wherefore, David 
became king over all Judea and Israel, and 
established Jerusalem, even Sion, as his city, 
and thither did he bring the ark of the cov- 
enant. And so great was his joy and zeal, that 
he danced in ecstasy before the ark, clad only 
in a linen cloth, with jubilation and the sound 
of the trumpet, and offered sacrifice unto the 
Lord in thanksgiving. Wherefore, mindful of 
his surpassing love for the God of Israel, we 
cry to him such things as these: 
Rejoice, thou who blessed thy people in the 
name of God; 
rejoice, thou who didst offer up burnt 
offerings before the Lord! 
Rejoice, thou who didst long to build a 
temple for the Most High; 
rejoice, thou whose throne the Almighty 
vowed to establish forever! 
Rejoice, thou who didst conquer all the 
nations which threatened the people of 
God; 
rejoice, thou who didst smite Moab and the 
Syrians of Damascus! 
Rejoice, thou who didst subdue Edom and 
the Ammonites; 
rejoice, for the Lord preserved thee 
whithersoever thou didst go! 
Rejoice, thou who didst exercise justice and 
righteousness unto all thy people; 
rejoice, thou who didst love the Lord with 
all thy strength! 
Rejoice, for the Lord was thy foundation, 
thy refuge and thy deliverer; 
rejoice, for He led thee forth into a spacious 
place! 
Rejoice, O holy king and prophet David, 
thou ancestor of God and singer of His 
praises! 


KonTAkIon VII 

After David established his rule throughout 
Israel, he inquired: “Is there yet any who is 
left of the house of Saul, that I may show him 
kindness for Jonathan’s sake?” And one who 
had served in Saul’s household said unto King 
David: “Jonathan hath yet a son, Mephi- 
bosheth, who is lame in his feet.” Then, full of 
joy, the king sent and fetched to his court the 
son of his sworn brother, and gave over to him 
all that had belonged to Saul and his house, 
and provided him with sustenance daily at the 
royal table, as though he were one of his own 
sons. And marvelling at his generosity and 
loving-kindness, we cry out to God: Alleluia! 


Ikos VII 
Overcome by lust, David sinned with 
Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah, one of his war- 
riors, and she conceived his child; then, to cover 
his sin, he had the man sent into the forefront 
of the battle against the Ammonites, where he 
was slain by the foe; and David took the widow 
to wife. But Nathan, the prophet of the Most 
High, rebuked the king by a parable, and, 
mindful of the magnitude of the evil he had 
wrought in the sight of God, David said: “I have 
sinned against the Lord,” and he repented his 
iniquity. Wherefore, in thanksgiving for the 
words of penitence which he hath bequeathed 
to us, we cry: 
Rejoice, for God had mercy on thee, accord- 
ing to His great mercy; 
rejoice, for according to the multitude of 
His compassions He blotted out thy 
transgression! 
Rejoice, for He washed thee thoroughly 
from thine iniquity; 
rejoice, for He cleansed thee from thy sin! 
Rejoice, for the hidden and secret things of 
the Lord’s wisdom did He make manifest 
unto thee; 
rejoice, for He sprinkled thee with hyssop, 
and thou wast made clean! 
Rejoice, for the Most High washed thee, 
and thou wast made whiter than snow; 
rejoice, for the Almighty made thee to hear 
joy and gladness! 
Rejoice, for He turned His face away from 
thy sins; 


Sy 


rejoice, for He blotted out all thine 
iniquities! 

Rejoice, for God created in thee a clean 
heart, and renewed a right spirit within 
thee; 

rejoice, for He did not cast thee away from 
His presence, nor did He take His Holy 
Spirit from thee! 

Rejoice, O holy king and prophet David, 
thou ancestor of God and singer of His 
praises! 


Kontakion VIII 

When Nathan the prophet denounced David 
for his sin, he declared unto him the sentence 
of the Lord, saying: “I will raise up evil against 
thee out of thine own house, and the sword 
shall never depart from thee.” And the words 
of the Lord were fulfilled in David’s sons, 
Absalom and Amnon; for the one slew the 
other, and fled, and rose up against his father, 
to usurp his throne; and David in sadness was 
compelled to abandon Jerusalem his city. Yet 
was his trust in the Lord his God, and he did 
not cease to chant continually: Alleluia! 


Ixos VIII 
David departed from Jerusalem, and Absalom, 
his son, entered the city and the king’s palace, 
and set himself up to rule in his stead; and he 
dishonored his father’s house. And this un- 
worthy son dared also to assemble a mighty 
army to pursue his father, and there was a 
great battle, and Joab the general slew the 
hapless rebel; but David, when he heard this, 
covered his face, and wept bitterly, saying: “O 
Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! Would God 
I had died for thee, O Absalom, my son, my 
son!” Wherefore, marvelling at thy paternal 
love, we cry to thee: 
Rejoice, for thou didst acknowledge the evil 
which thou hadst done before God; 
rejoice, for He restored unto thee the joy of 
His salvation! 
Rejoice, for with His governing Spirit did 
He establish thee; 
rejoice, for thou didst teach transgressors 
the ways of the Lord! 
Rejoice, for through thy zeal did the un- 
godly turn back unto Him; 
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rejoice, for the Most High delivered thee 
from thy blood-guiltiness! 

Rejoice, for thy tongue rejoiceth in His 
righteousness; 

rejoice, for He opened thy lips, and thy 
mouth declared His praise! 

Rejoice, for thy broken spirit was a sacri- 
fice unto God; 

rejoice, for thy contrite and humbled heart 
did He not despise! 

Rejoice, for in His good pleasure the Lord 
did good unto Sion; 

rejoice, for He was pleased with thy sacri- 
fice of righteousness, with thine oblation 
and whole-burnt offerings! 

Rejoice, O holy king and prophet David, 
thou ancestor of God and singer of His 
praises! 


KonTAKION IX 

When David was full of years, the Philistines 
again rose up against Israel, and foremost 
among them were the sons of the giant Goliath, 
whom the king had slain in his youth. But 
the armies of the people of God prevailed in 
battle, and David extolled the Lord of hosts, 
crying melodiously: Alleluia! 


Ixos IX 
Lifting up his voice in thanksgiving unto the 
Most High, David the king chanted in sweet 
psalmody, saying: “I will give thanks unto 
Thee, O Lord, among the nations, and I will 
sing praises unto Thy name!” And his lips were 
filled with gratitude for the God of Jacob, Who 
was for him a tower of salvation, and showed 
mercy to His anointed, unto David and to his 
seed. Wherefore, grateful also for the psalms 
he hath bequeathed us, we cry to him: 
Rejoice, for the Lord delivered thee out of 
the hand of all thine enemies; 
rejoice, for He is thy rock and thy fortress, 
and thy deliverer! 
Rejoice, for He is thy shield and the horn 
of thy salvation; 
rejoice, for He is thy high tower, thy refuge 
and savior! 
Rejoice, for when thine enemies came upon 
thee in the day of calamity, the Lord was 
thy stay; 


rejoice, for He delivered thee, because He 
delighted in thee! 

Rejoice, for He hath rewarded thee accord- 
ing to thy righteousness; 

rejoice, for He hath recompensed thee ac- 
cording to the cleanness of thy hands! 

Rejoice, for thou didst keep the ways of the 
Lord; 

rejoice, for thou didst not depart from thy 
God! 

Rejoice, for thou wast upright before the 
Most High; 

rejoice, for thou didst keep thyself from 
thine iniquity! 

Rejoice, O holy king and prophet David, thou 
ancestor of God and singer of His praises! 


KOoNnTAKION X 

The spirit of prophecy came upon David the 
king, the anointed of the Most High, and he 
gave utterance concerning his kingship, say- 
ing: “The Spirit of the Lord spake by me, and 
His word was in my tongue. The God of Israel 
hath said: “He who ruleth over men must be 
just, ruling in the fear of God.’ Although my 
house is not so with God, yet He hath made 
with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in 
all things, and sure; for this is all my salva- 
tion, and all my desire.” And with sweet hymn- 
ody he chanted unto the Almighty: Alleluia! 


Ikos X 

When David was an old man, Satan stood 
against Israel, and enticed the king to reckon 
the number of the people of God. But the Lord 
was sore displeased with this census, and sent 
unto the king the Prophet Gad, requiring 
David to choose between three years of fam- 
ine, destruction at the hand of his enemies 
within three months, or three days of pesti- 
lence throughout the land. And as the pesti- 
lence descended upon Israel, David cried unto 
God, saying: “Is it not I who commanded the 
people to be numbered? Even I it is who hath 
sinned and done evil indeed; but as for these, 
what have they done? Let Thy hand, I pray 
Thee, O Lord my God, be on me, and on my 
father’s house, but not on Thy people, that they 
should be plagued!” And the Lord withdrew 
the angel of His wrath; wherefore, mindful of 
His forbearance, we cry to His saint: 


Rejoice, for thou wast a fruitful olive tree 
in the house of the Lord; 

rejoice, for thou didst hope in the mercy of 
God forever! 

Rejoice, for thou didst give praise unto Him 
forever, for what He had done; 

rejoice, for thou didst wait upon His name, 
for it is good before His saints! 

Rejoice, for God helped thee, and the Lord 
was the protector of thy soul; 

rejoice, for He brought evils upon thine 
enemies, and utterly destroyed them by 
His truth! 

Rejoice, for thou didst willingly sacrifice 
unto the Most High; 

rejoice, for thou didst confess His name, 
for it is good! 

Rejoice, for He delivered thee out of every 
affliction; 

rejoice, for thine eye looked down upon the 
enemies of His people! 

Rejoice, for thou waited for God, Who saved 
thee from faintheartedness and from 
tempest; 

rejoice, for evening, morning and noonday 
didst thou tell of the mercy of the Lord, 
and He heard thy voice! 

Rejoice, O holy king and prophet David, 
thou ancestor of God and singer of His 
praises! 


KontTakion XI 

In his distress, David besought the Lord’s 
mercy for his people, the Lord commanded him 
to build an altar on Mount Sion, on the thresh- 
ing-floor of Ornan the Jebusite; and when 
David had purchased this place, and built the 
altar, and set his offerings upon it, the Lord 
sent fire from heaven to consume them utterly, 
in token of His forgiveness. Then did David 
begin to assemble that which was necessary 
to build in that very place a temple for the Lord 
of hosts, wherein all the faithful might cry: 
Alleluia! 


Ikos XI 
Then David summoned Solomon his heir, and 
all the princes of Judzea and Israel, and said: 
“The word of the Lord came to me, saying: 
‘Thou hast shed blood abundantly, and hast 
made great wars; thou shalt not build a house 
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unto My name. Behold, a son shall be born to 
thee, who shall be a man of peace: he shall 
build a house for My name.” And he said to 
the princes of Israel: “Now set your heart and 
your soul to seek the Lord your God; arise, 
therefore, and build the sanctuary of the Lord 
God, to bring the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord, and the holy vessels of God, into the 
house that is to be built to the name of the 
Lord.” Wherefore, marvelling at his love and 
zeal for the Most High, we cry unto him: 
Rejoice, for in God didst thou commend thy 
- words, in God didst thou set thy hope; 
rejoice, for thy life didst thou declare 
unto Him! 
Rejoice, for thou didst keep watch for the 
Lord, thy helper; 
rejoice, for He made His mercy manifest 
unto thee among thine enemies! 
Rejoice, for thou shalt dwell in His taber- 
nacle unto the ages; 
rejoice, for thou shalt be sheltered in the 
shelter of His wings! 
Rejoice, for thou shalt abide before the face 
of God in the age to come; 
rejoice, for thou shalt chant eternally unto 
His name unto the ages! - 
Rejoice, for thou didst appear before Him 
in His sanctuary, to see His power and 
His glory; = Ss 
rejoice, for thou didst remember the Lord 
upon thy bed, and at the dawn thou didst 
meditate upon Him! 
Rejoice, for thy soul cleaved after the Most 
High; 
- rejoice, for His right hand was quick to 
help thee. 
Rejoice, O holy king and prophet David, thou 
ancestor of God and singer of His praises! 


KonTakion XII 
Taking up his psaltery, David the king received 
inspiration from the All-holy Spirit, and 
chanted prophetically concerning the coming 
of the Messiah, Whois his descendent accord- 
ing to the flesh, His baptism, His suffering on 
the Cross and death, His resurrection and as- 
cension. Wherefore, obedient to his command, 
we chant with understanding unto the Lord 
Who filled his mouth with praise: Alleluia! 
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Ikos XII 


Casting ahead the gaze of his prophetic eyes, 


the prophet king declared unto God: “Out of the 
mouths of babes and sucklings hast Thou per- 
fected praise,” foreseeing the Lord’s triumphal 
entry into Sion; and perceiving from afar the 
hatred of the scribes and Sadducees for Him, 


he said: “The rulers were assembled together, 


against the Lord.” And truly beholding His vol- 
untary sufferings, he prophesied the very words 
Christ uttered upon the Cross, saying: “My God, 
why hast Thou forsaken Me? They have parted 
My garments amongst themselves, and for My 
vesture have they cast lots. They have pierced 
My hands and My feet. They gave Me gall for 
My food, and for My thirst they gave Me vin- 
egar.” Wherefore, full of awe at the divine grace 
imparted unto him, we say: 
Rejoice, for thou didst cry: “Let God arise!”; 
rejoice, for thou didst say: “Let His enemies 
-be scattered!” — 
Rejoice, for thou didst exclaim: “Thou 
leddest captivity captive”; — 
rejoice, for thou didst deciare: “Now I will 
arise, saith the Lord!” 
Rejoice, for thou didst shout: “God is gone 
up in jubilation!”; : 
rejoice, for thou hast said: “The Lord as- 
cendeth with the voice of the trumpet!” 
Rejoice, for thou didst cry unto the heav- 
ens: “Lift up your gates, and the King of 
glory shall enter in!”; 
rejoice, for thou didst declare unto the an- 
gels: “The Lord of hosts, He is the King 
of glory!” — 
Rejoice, for thou didst bless the name of 
the glory of God forever; 
rejoice, for thou didst confess Him among 
the peoples, with instruments of 
psalmody! : 
Rejoice, for the Lord Almighty hath com- 
forted thee; 
rejoice, for out of the depths of the earth 
did He bring thee up. 
Rejoice, O holy king and prophet David, thou 
ancestor of God and singer of His praises! 


KontTakion XIII 
Blessed art thou, O holy king and prophet 
David, for the All-holy Spirit, abiding within 
thee, filled thy mouth with the praises of the 


Most High, and by thine inspired words doth 


teach us how rightly to worship the consub-- 


~ stantial Trinity! For evening, morning and at 
noontide, seven times a day, our divine glorifi- 
cation beginneth, proceedeth and concludeth 
--with thy wondrous psalms. Wherefore, follow- 
ing thy marvelous works, we all cry out unto 
God: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 


The foregoing Kontakion is recited thrice, 
whereupon Ikos I and Kontakion I are repeated. 


_. PRaYER TO THE Hoty Proper. Kie Davip 
© holy king and prophet David, who accord- 
ing to the flesh art the ancestor of Christ Jesus, 


--our Savior and Redeemer Who hath delivered 


us from sin and death! When thou wast a 
youth, tending the sheep of thy father in the 
fields of Bethlehem of Judea, thou wast cho- 
sen by the Lord, the Good Shepherd, to tend 
the reason-endowed sheep, His elect, the 
people of Israel; wherefore, the Spirit of the 
Most High descended upon thee and endowed 
thee with His peerless gifts: to rule with jus- 
tice and prudence; to return good for the evils 
done thee; to set at nought the wiles and 
machinations of the enemies of the Almighty; 
to make music of such exceeding great beauty 
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